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Bw: 111 2nch cennniasion s,
Jn December 1091, the comnission
adopled it a3 the “olfigial patk plap of Jef-

AAULLO JUy SRL EUSLIG SO 1AL, S8 Tt

county supperl existiog parks instead

said,

IN— 3 I NATCOEBRMALRH - REX (BT ofiicd (1)

TR

Juuee. leliersy

“When we staried, the plan was great,”
she gaid, “But we have ro way to fmd it

#

See Parks, Page 2D
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Artisan Kazunon Tago performs Traditional ceremeny which .¢ supposed [Q #nsute success of teahouse project

Laying down the dragomn

Work starts on new Japanese

By foy Willlama
Nevs ataff wntar

Birmingham residents soon mezy experienca a
louch of the Orient whenever (hey bke, withoul
{ravsling (o the Far Bast,

A traditlonal Japaness ceremmy waz hald at
the Birmingham Eetanical Gardens Thursday to
mark the groundbreaking for the gardesy auw
Jepanese teabouse and cullural center.

Tao $385,000 facility is funded by the Cily of
Birmiogham and a grant from Lhe Commemara-
flve Asseplation for the Japan World Exposition.
It is expected to be completed thla fall.

Kazuiori Tago, who dssigned the teabouss, pre
slded over a 4i-minute caremony at tls sile,

The ceremany t “iay down the dragen,” called
a fubwrytighidd s 2 tradition In Japan condusted
at the alart of construction projecla. Participants

pray for a cabn construction period and a sue-
cessful completicn.

‘The Jupanese philesophy behind the centurizs-
old ceremany is that dragoas sleep in the gromd
and when dlslurbod could ercate bavor and de

: stroy fhe faeilily. Since constraelion distuzbs the

grotind, the fuuryushiki ceremony is designed lo
ealrn the d-agms so thay will eo; hinder the peo-
jeet and o profeet the completed bailding.

Durirg the ceremony, designér Tago ang three
Japanese assistants, accompanied by @ deummer,
cheniad prayers in an effért fo drive away evil
spirity,

Birmingham dayoer Richard Arringion and rep-
vesentatives (rern the Botanical Gardens, the Jap-

ancse Consul in Atlanta and Alzbams Develop-

roend Qffive parlicipated in the cerernoay.

At a 2ews conference before the ceternany, AT
ringtonand Clty Connefl members Linda Colemarn
aod Bddic Blankenship noted that Birnungham

£

teahouse at Botanical Gardens

haz enjoyed a good relationshiy with Japan far
sgveral years Huouph lis sister c¢ily, Hitaehi
*“With the additin of the teahonae, we're nol caly
sharing cullure, But sharlng edveation,” Mrs, Lo
leman said.

The leahouse will te In a new Japanese Cul-
tural Center in the Japannge Gardens section of
the patk. .

In additiea to the tephouse, a 200-wuave-leet
factiity that vill inciude a tea room and wedding
areq, Tago will censtruet a 1,000-square-foas pa-
vilign,

“T am pleased that ke Tity of Binmingham ks
fvolved in 2 eultvrally ecriching project of this
magnitude,” Arvingion said. "We are commitied
fo deing what we can to ensuce the success of fhis
yeature.

"“It’s a praject e hapa will help build o sirenz
woi betwesn tke paople of Japaa and Birwing-

arn.”
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